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Come on. 
Come on. 

Perfect. 

Perfect.  

CHAPTER ONE

1
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Oof. Ow. 

2
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Oh, hello, keys.  
I see you decided to  

stay home today. 

Sorry, 
Katie-C

at! Did
n’t get

 a  

Sorry, 
Katie-C

at! Did
n’t get

 a  

chance 
to get

 groce
ries, bu

t  

chance 
to get

 groce
ries, bu

t  

promise
 I’ll b

ring yo
u some

  

promise
 I’ll b

ring yo
u some

  

popper
s from

 work 
for  

popper
s from

 work 
for  

breakfa
st. If 

you’re 
hungry

,  

breakfa
st. If 

you’re 
hungry

,  

treat y
ourself

 to som
e of  

treat y
ourself

 to som
e of  

the Fu
n Fund

. Love 
you! 

the Fu
n Fund

. Love 
you! 

      
 XO 

      
 XO ––M

omMom  
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Fun Fund? 

Woo, fun. Are coins 
even considered money 

anymore? 
I’m with you, 
Scratch-Off.

DOWNSTAIRS AT MR. B’S BODEGA

4
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How ’bout baby kale . . .  
blue cheese . . . Craisins . . .  
those are basically candy! 

Fiiiine. 

You know  
vegetarian has the 
word veggie in it? 

It’s not my fault  
your PB&Js are 
magical, Mr. B. 

I’m here at the New You Cosmetics 
factory, where a fire is raging. Sources 

described a loud, explosive noise. 

Criminals! Supervillains! Hear 
me now! You messed with the 

wrong police force— EEK! 

THE EASTERN SCREECH! 

Police Chief Pardo is 
here with more. Chief, 

what do you think 
happened? 

Caaandy.

5
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Yes. It is I. 

What a pleasure! As New  
York’s highest Yelp-rated superhero, 

what’s your take on the fire? 

This. Is no accident. This  
fire. Burns like indigestion 

from a justice burrito. 

Obviously, someone 
thought this building . . . 

was ugly. 

The windows. Were all 
wrong. And the brick color 

clashed with . . .

Um . . . Eastern Screech . . .

I don’t think it was 
the brick color. 

6
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Seriously, like 
hundreds of rabbits! 

Must have been  
some sort of animal  

testing. I wonder what’s 
going to happen to them. 

Pretty sure Chief Pardo  
kept them all. You should have 

seen his face. I didn’t even  
know that guy had smile  

muscles!

And Owl Guy.  
He’s so dumb. I can’t 
believe Jess thinks 

he’s hot!

Didn’t she pay 
attention during 
science when we 
learned about owl 

pellets? 

Haha! I’m 
going to 
miss you. 

You know I’m 
going to write 

every day.

I know.  
It’s just that  

I get so bored 
when you’re 

away.

Nothing ever 
happens around 

here. 

“Hey, Jessica, I  
got you a gift *hurk!* 
Spoiler. My vomit is  

a mouse.” 

7
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You’re still 
awake?

Thought you might  
want a hot breakfast 
to kick off your last  

week of school. 

Marcus made it special at the  
end of my shift, so when I say  

hot, I mean HOT. 

Too hot?  
No such thing! 

I’m in heaven. 

Too hot.

8
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I will never understand  
your iron stomach. 

Eff you can ’eel 
ya ’ongue, it’s ’ot 

’ot enough. 

Anything exciting 
happen last night? 

Did you see the news? About that  
factory? There were like A HUNDRED rabbits 

that got out, and Chief Pardo turned into  
a mushy pile of muscly goo! And . . .

9
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CHAPTER TWO
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There’s so much we can learn from the Eastern 
Screech. Last night he put himself at risk to save 
hundreds of poor rabbits from a terrible fire. I’d 

like to use today’s art session to honor him and all 
animals in general. His ability to get in touch with 
nature and the majestic owl is one of the things 

that makes him noble, intelligent, quick,  
mysterious, handsome . . .

. . . likely single,  
I mean I’ve never noticed 
a ring on his wings. . . .

I want you to think like the animals.  
Feel your feathers! Stretch your scales! 

Waddle your gills! Breathe in air that  
lions have breathed out! 

Get in touch with the  
world outside of the steel 
pillars of New York City.  

The greatest city in  
the WORLD. 

11
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Other than the subway  
system. Did I tell you I was stuck 

for twenty minutes at West Fourth 
the other day?! Twenty minutes! 
And there were these annoying 

dancers and someone was eating 
a bag of chips with their mouth 

open and this one guy was 
practically doing a SPLIT to  

take up two seats. . . .

How is it possible for  
Ms. Sistine to be both a 

hippie and high-strung at 
the same time? 

123! 

Jess! 

What’s 123? 

The number of hours left  
till camp! Go, Camp Bear 

Lake! Grrrrrowl .

 Oh. 

Do you think Theo  
is going to be there 

again? His acne was kinda 
legendary, but I’m pretty 

sure there’s a total  
hottie under there. 

12

KatietheCatsitter_int_all_3p.indd   12KatietheCatsitter_int_all_3p.indd   12 12/18/20   4:41 AM12/18/20   4:41 AM

12



Be one with nature!  
Embrace the void! Smell  

the manure! 

What are you 
gonna draw?A cow?  

Something has to 
make the manure we’re 

supposed to smell. 

I’m gonna draw that  
red-tailed hawk we saw last 
summer. Remember when we 

were hiking Mount . . .

Jess! Enough 
about camp! 

No, it’s okay. I’d be 
excited too . . . if  

I was going. 

You should totally come! Bethany, 
don’t you think she should come? 
There’s four weeks. I bet you can 

get into one of them.  I’m sure they 
can find some space for you! 

Yeah, it’s not really a 
space issue. 

Jess has a point. You don’t  
have to go to ALL the sessions. 
It would be so much fun to have 
you there for one! Maybe the 
week of the canoe races? Or 
nocturnal week, where we get 

to stay up crazy late! 

I should really 
focus on my cow. 

It’d be so  
fun! I can get  

my mom to spot  
you for one  

week. . . .

13

KatietheCatsitter_int_all_3p.indd   13KatietheCatsitter_int_all_3p.indd   13 12/18/20   4:41 AM12/18/20   4:41 AM

13



Beth! 

Bethany. Why aren’t you 
drawing, Beth?

Bethany. 

Don’t be afraid to let  
inspiration swim through the 
coral tunnels of your brain.

Uh. Okay. 

Oh, Katie. Katie. Katie. 

Yes, Ms. Sistine, 
Sistine, Sistine?

 This is ART class. 

 Ohhhh. That explains the 
lack of basketball hoops. 

Don’t you want  
to draw something 

artistic?

Let me fix 
that. 

There. A horse.
Much better.

14
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Maybe you could get a summer  
job and save up the money?

Pretty sure no 
one’s gonna hire a 
twelve-year-old.

. . . maybe they would . . . 

Actually . . . 

Does it really bother you if I talk 
about camp, Katie? Because if it 

does, I’ll totally stop. 

Naw. It’s okay. I think I 
have a plan.

In that case, 122 hours!

See, now THIS is art. 

15
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AFTER SCHOOL

17
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Carrying groceries. Hmm. 
I’ll hire ya! Went to camp 

myself as a kid!

How does $2 a 
bag sound? 

GREAT!

Ooof.

Sixth floor, 6F. 
I’ll race ya!

18
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 I WIN! 

There ya are. 
Was getting 

worried.

Shoulda warned ya it was 
protein shake day! Here’s a 

dollar for making it halfway. 
Why don’t ya go and grab  

the light one!

Okay. The light one.  
The light one. Which one is 

the light one? 

Nope. 

19
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Sigh. Found it. 
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Hello?
Oh, good! You’re home.

KITTY! It’s KATIE. 
Kay-tee.

 KITTY!!

Hi, Mrs. Bell.  
Hi, Marcie.  

Hi, Dink-Dink.

DINK-DINK!

Don’t 
encourage 

her.

Sorry.  
Hi, Dimitri.

I’m leaving for my in-laws’  
in fifteen and my brain is all  

over the place. Saw your sign.  
Would you be willing to water my 

houseplants till the weekend?

YES!  
That would be 

amazing! 

21
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Fantastic. Let’s say $10 a day. Here’s the spare key. No need to water the 
succulents. The fern needs some love, and the terrarium just needs two 

spray bottle spritzes, but fast ones like “spritz spritz.” The moss ball needs 
to be soaked for five minutes, but just the moss part. DON’T wet the top 

leaves or it gets moldy. Got it?

Yes?

Actually, can you 
repeat . . .

Phew! You’re a 
lifesaver, Katie.

Bye, KITTY!

Oh, and I almost  
forgot. Mr. Quinn from 
6F asked me to give  

you this. 

 See you Friday!

22
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TUESDAY

98! 

Raise your leaves if  
you’re one of the ones I’m not  

supposed to water. 

WEDNESDAY

71! 
Groowl!

Ready for your five-minute  
soak, Mr. Moss Ball? At least  

this one is easy. 

23
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THURSDAY

54! Grrrrow– 

-oww!

Oh no no no. 

FRIDAY
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3 P.M. LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
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Schoooool’s out  
fa summma.

Maybe I can convince 
Counselor Mark to teach me 

how to play guitar.

How’s the Camp Fun  
Fund going? 

We could start a 
band . . . maybe go 

on tour . . .

It’s . . . going.

NERD!

Whatever,  
fart breath!

You know, I think  
I want to take the 

subway today.

I’ll miss you! AND we’ll see  
you for the last session, right? 

Get ready for more s’mores than 
one person should ever eat!

18! 

26
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I ’m so jealous of you. There’s 
so many free things in NY in 

the summer! Movies in the park. 
Shakespeare in the park.  

Renting bikes . . .

In the park? 

I wanna see REAL nature.  
Not just nature planted  

by old rich dudes.

SHOWTIME! 
SHOWTIME!

Ugh.

How’s the saving 
REALLY going?

Made a 
whole dollar. 

Hahaha!

Oh. Well, a dollar  
is a start!

27
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How’re your break-dancing  
skills? Those showtime dancers 

just made like twenty bucks. 

Minus the cost of  
the lost shoe.

I think most of that  
was bribery money to  

make them stop.

Afternoon, Ms. Beth. 

Bethany. 

There’s only ten kids 
in the building! You’d 
think he could get my 

name right.
You’re lucky.  

The oldest kid in my 
building is a fourth 

of my age.

Don’t. 

But how will  
we know what it 
does if we don’t 

push it?! 

28
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I still say it turns the elevator  
into a rocket like in Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory. 

And I say it turns me into 
a grounded kid. 

Perfect 
timing! 

YESSSS. 

Happy summer vacation!

Geez, Katie! 
I gotta eat two months’ worth of 
cookies before you guys leave.

Oh. What is  
this piece of paper I 
have just discovered 

in my hand?

I have found a 
voucher. It says it  
pays for a single 
session at camp.  

So random! 

Wow. You are the  
worst actor, Mom. 

Come on, Katie!  
Just let me pay  
for one week.  
You’ll love it! 

29
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It’s okay, Mrs. Tinoco. I want to 
raise the money myself.

I HAD to try. We play games all  
day long, learn these cool crafts, 
swim in this giant lake . . . but it’s 

never as fun as it could be  
because you aren’t there! 

Well, then I guess I have to 
be there this summer.

I wish you would let me  
help. But at least I have another 

surprise for you. 

Just got off the phone 
with your mom. 

Wish granted. 

YES!!!! WHOA!
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Eight suitcases?  
It’s just one night! I don’t want to 

run out of jigsaw 
puzzles.

Hey! I got you  
something.

Now we have a  
matching set. You better  
up your postcard game  

this year!

There’s no way  
I could dethrone the 

Sticker Queen.

All must bow  
down before my 

puffy glitter  
kitten power!

Hmm. 
Mousetress 
burned down 

another  
factory. 

Again? When are they going to  
catch that vile woman?! Katie. Promise  

me you’ll be safe this summer. 
Don’t go  

out late at  
night. This world 
is overflowing 

with unqualified 
people in ill- 

fitting spandex, 
and I think it’s 
cutting off all  
the circulation  
to their brain  

cells. 
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I ’ll write 
every day.

Twice a day?

Deal! 
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I can do this.
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“My favorite graphic novel dynamic duo of  
Venable and Yue have created a winner.” 
—Nick Bruel, New York Times bestselling author of the Bad Kitty series

“Super fun and utterly delightful.” 
—Gene Luen Yang, New York Times bestselling author

 of American Born Chinese


